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NEWS RELEASE – 
Barton Hill Settlement wins national award for Bridging Cultures
On December 1st The Barton Hill Settlement’s People’s Hive won a national award for its work in bridging cultures and promoting intercultural dialogues.

The awards are for grassroots schemes and projects, run by community and voluntary organisations that help to build bridges between communities and cultures.
The awards were organised by the Institute for Community Cohesion (icoco) and The Baring Foundation and took place at The RSA, The Strand, London. 
Barton Hill Settlement runs a project called The Barton Hill Together project that aims to address community tensions in and around Barton Hill, east Bristol. The community has changed in recent years with new migrants, including Somali communities moving into a traditional white neighbourhood. Following a rise in racist behavior, violent incidents and arrests, consultation took place, resulting in an action plan to tackle these issues. 
Residents involved in the project were encouraged to learn about and explore different cultures through different activities. Cultural awareness training was developed and delivered targeted at all communities. Seven different multicultural feasts were organised, attended by over 1000 people. And a residents’ training event took place with workshops on communication skills, team building, communities and equalities. There is also a Play Ranger Project that works with children and young people aged between 5 and 16 years in areas where they are already 'playing', working closely alongside volunteer parents and other adults to pass on their skills and attitudes to play. This approach builds the skills of the community and creates a more inclusive environment within the play spaces both when the Play Rangers are running sessions and when they are not around. 
Evaluation of the project shows that people in the Barton Hill area now feel there is less fear of crime and that people from different backgrounds get on better together.

The judging panel in its judging of the project said:
“The Judges were impressed at this front line approach to tackling community tensions in an area where demographic change has happened so quickly.  They were especially impressed at the development of the Play Rangers Scheme and investment in training for local residents so they could become ‘community bridge builders’.  The Judges thought this project could easily be transferred to other areas facing similar issues and that the intercultural dialogue initiated and embedded by this work would have long term impact.”
“I’d like to offer my congratulations to all the people who work so hard to make The Barton Hill Settlement what it is. It is a real asset to the local community. It brings together people from all different cultures and backgrounds, both young and old. It is a source of pride for the people of Barton Hill and a deserving winner of this award.”

Kerry McCarthy, Bristol East, Member of Parliament

 “The mentoring we have experienced from members of your team – and indeed from the local people volunteering and working in the various strands of activities at Barton Hill has inspired community groups here in Cardiff to emulate some of the projects that have worked there.”
Jeremy Rees, Communities First Coordinator, Cardiff
“Winning this award is acknowledgment of all the hard work by people in Barton Hill. This work has been carried out by many different people, workers, volunteers and residents. This project has worked hard to dispel myths, promote understanding and provide safe spaces for difficult conversations.”
Gary Blake, Community Development Manager, Barton Hill Settlement
"I'd like to congratulate Barton Hill Settlement on winning this prestigious award. The team has lead the way in delivering community cohesion through innovative project work, working with people from different backgrounds, promoting shared values and dispelling myths and stereotypes".
Ian Quaife, Community Cohesion Manager, Bristol City Council
Media enquiries Gary Blake, Community Development Manager, Barton Hill Settlement.
E-Mail garyb@bartonhillsettlement.org.uk
Telephone: 0117 9556971

Mobile: 07794611705
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Notes to the editor

· Barton Hill Settlement is a community resource centre for Barton Hill and the surrounding area. It was established in 1911 and it is managed by a board of trustees of mainly local people, and provides a wide variety of services for 2000 people per week. It is a key force for community development in east Bristol. Its vision is "We aim to build a stronger, more self-confident and cohesive community. We will encourage people to come together, giving them opportunities to deal with the issues that affect their lives."  www.bartonhillsettlement.org.uk
· The Institute for Community Cohesion was established in 2005 to provide a new approach to race, diversity and multiculturalism. Their work focuses on building positive and harmonious community relations, using applied research to constantly develop practice and to build capacity of all the agencies and individuals involved. They are a not for profit partnership, which aims to build capacity at all levels and in all local and national agencies to promote community cohesion. 

· http://icoco.web.coop/home
· The Baring Foundation was set up in 1969 to give money to charities and voluntary organisations pursuing charitable purposes. The Foundation's stated purpose is to improve the quality of life of people suffering disadvantage and discrimination.
· www.baringfoundation.org.uk
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Volunteers at Barton Hill Settlement preparing for a multi-cultural feast
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Gary Blake, Maggie Reardon, Saada Jumale, Tia Young, Sarah Dailly, Bill Lochhead, Courtney Young all from Barton Hill Settlement at awards ceremony in London.
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Barton Hill, Bristol








