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LOTTERY £10.7 MILLION FOR SOUTH WEST COMMUNITY LEARNING 

A massive £10.7 million has been awarded to seven communities across the South West through the Big Lottery Fund’s Community Libraries programme.

The good cause cash will provide the means to build, extend or refurbish libraries in Bristol, South Gloucestershire, Cornwall, Torbay, North Somerset, Bournemouth and Poole; creating more space for a range of local activities and learning.

A £1.95 million award in Bristol will see a brand new library built on land in one of the most disadvantaged wards in the city. The project aims to create an iconic centre providing learning activities for the diverse community and using culture and creativity as the lynchpin for learning.

Councillor Rosalie Walker, Bristol's executive member for culture and leisure, said:

"This is excellent news and we're delighted with the £1.95 million award. This is very much a partnership initiative, involving a range of charity and voluntary groups in Easton. We intend to use the money to build a Creative Learning Centre, featuring a new community library and space to offer learning and skills training opportunities for local people."

There are also big plans for Bournemouth who intend to use their £1.8 million grant to rebuild the existing library in Kinson, creating more space for community activities that aim to improve educational attainment, employment opportunities and health. 

Councillor Barry Goldbart, Portfolio Holder for Adult Services said "It is a great honour to be awarded this grant from the Community Libraries programme. It is the result of partnership working of a wide range of organisations committed to providing high quality accessible services for the community of Kinson. We are delighted that Bournemouth has been selected and it reflects our commitment to be at the heart of the community".

And Truro’s three-storey grade two listed building will receive a complete facelift with their £1.45 million, creating a hub of 21st century community learning. Plans include several ICT suites, digital editing facilities and community group rooms. 

Councillor Eric Brooke said: “This is an exciting achievement for Cornwall. We entered a national bidding process for this money and with the help of staff and the community we’ve done it! Truro library is the busiest in the county and we believe this project will really catch people’s imagination and inspire them to help us create a vibrant community library for all to use” 
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Elsewhere in the South West, Torbay was awarded a whopping £2 million to build a new library encompassing learning zones, exhibition space and a garden. North Somerset receives more than £800,000 to provide facilities and activities for young people.

Poole bagged a near £1.2 million for its flexible library that will be capable of meeting the diverse and changing needs of the community; and Yate in South Gloucestershire was awarded £1.5 million to extend its existing library.

Some 58 library authorities across England will benefit from a massive £80 million investment helping communities offer a broader range of activities and attracting groups and individuals who may not have previously utilised their libraries.

Mark Cotton, Head of region for the South West, said: “The region has done exceptionally well to receive more than £10 million of funding for community libraries. Many thousands of people will benefit from these awards that will prove invaluable to communities across the South West, helping to empower local people and revitalise the economy.

“An increasing number of people are using library services and it is clear that our local libraries are at their best when they act as focal points for community life.”
Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· The Big Lottery Fund rolls out close to £2 million in Lottery good cause money every 24 hours which together with other Lottery distributors means that across the UK most people are within a few miles of a Lottery-funded project. 
· The Big Lottery Fund, the largest of the National Lottery good cause distributors, has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since its inception in June 2004. It was established by Parliament on 1 December 2006.
· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to Good Causes. As a result, over £20 billion has now been raised and more than 280,000 grants given out across the arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
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