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David Curtis, GOSW – Community Cohesion
Definition of Community Cohesion

Community Cohesion is being in a neighbourhood or community where all the constituent parts fit well together.

Background to community cohesion

Community cohesion was originally born out of the disturbances in Northern England which were mainly about race. Today it is known that other elements such as crime levels or perceptions of inequality around service delivery effect community cohesion.
A commission on Integration and cohesion has been established and after consultation has issued an interim statement of its findings, It notes that not speaking English is a major barrier and there are strong links between cohesion and deprivation. The commission is seeking further views inorder to be able to finalise its report in June.
The Local Government White Paper

The white paper lays out 8 guiding principles of Community Cohesion.

It aims to change the culture and emphasis within Local Authorities and a commission is looking a barriers to people becoming councillors. 

It is important to learn lessons about housing developments, small rooms, the loss of green spaces, a lack of community facilities and the perception that minority or any groups take an unfair share of resources and public services. 
It is important to get the ‘right mix’ of people at the table to contribute to discussions and decisions and to feedback to the wider community.

Trust and confidence between all parts of the community is vital.

Leadership role of local authority members in empowering communities needs development.

Agreeing roles and keeping promises

Embed community cohesion into the corporate strategies and contingency and resilience planning (i.e how a community will continue to operate following a major disruption or an emergency such as Boscastle)
Examples of where community cohesion has worked well and lessons that can be learned.
In the South West issues such as Foot & Mouth disease and climate change are likely to affect and divide the community 

In small communities much smaller events are likely to affect it

Housing and Planning

Social and affordable housing are often divisive issues for communities. 

Housing and planning already ‘in train’ under the Regional Spatial Strategy may be unaffected by the LGWP but nevertheless the expectation is one of more responsive services (to our communities’ needs).

Organisations need to look at ways of joining together to consult the community (housing, PCT, education, 3rd sector etc)

New ways of involving people in decision making and local governance such as electronic voting can encourage more people to have a say. It is important that comments and suggestions are followed up and people encouraged to take a fuller role. Very important for statutory and other agencies not to make promises which they cannot keep
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