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GEORGE AWARD

I’m delighted to present the George Award for 2007.

This is the very first year of the George Award, and we hope this will be an annual event for the South West. 

The purpose of the George Award is to acknowledge and celebrate excellent performance and service from funders.

We asked Funding Advice Workers across the region to nominate a funder that, in their view, provided a standard of service that exceeded their expectations. 

We also asked Funding Advice Workers to nominate particular individuals from funding agencies who went out of their way to provide an accessible, friendly and helpful service.

And then, for a bit of fun, we wanted to know the oddest thing a funder has said or requested.

But before I talk further about the nominations, there are some people I need to thank for putting the George Award together. Without their input, frankly we wouldn’t have an award to present this morning. 

Firstly, I’d like to thank Kate Osment of Devon County Council and the Devon Funding Advisers Network for designing the nomination form.

Then there’s John Skrine, who many of you will know. John played a crucial role in promoting the award, encouraging people to participate and then acting as an independent arbitrator for the award itself.

And finally, I’d like to thank David Hancock and the Charity Bank for sponsoring the award.

So, what was the strangest thing a funder has requested or said? Sadly, many of the comments we received can’t be repeated before the 9 o’clock watershed, but one or two of those that can are:

“A referee was refused as an independent referee for a grant application as he wasn’t the ‘right calibre’.  This was a surprise as the referee in question was the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of the Isle of Wight.”

and

“Can I get a train from Paddington to Holsworthy?”

We asked Funding Advice Workers to nominate a particular individual who went out of their way to provide an excellent service.

The nominations we received were:

· Paula Travis of the Lloyds TSB Foundation

· Trevor Smale of the Lloyds TSB Foundation

· Jan Crawley of the South West Foundation

· Sue Wright of the Gloucestershire Community Foundation

· and Ronnie Brown of the Quartet Community Foundation

Clearly the quality service these people provide is recognised and valued. Well done to all of you!

Now, the George Award itself.

Nominations were received for the following funders:

North Devon and Exmoor Regeneration Company for Leader Plus

The Gemini Charitable Trust

The Heritage Lottery Fund

Somerset Children’s Fund

Health Promotion Small Grants Scheme

South West Foundation

The Countryside Agency for its Local Heritage Initiative

Lloyds TSB Foundation South West

The Community Foundation for Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole

Gloucestershire Community Foundation

And the Quartet Community Foundation

The winner received the following citations:

“(This funder provides) over the phone advice and guidance, quick turnaround on applications, and in depth knowledge of the community it services.”

“They give small grants for starting up groups and their quick response meant that groups were not waiting for ever to hear about funding. The groups felt valued.”

“The presentation of the funding programme, the application form, the assistance to the groups, and the assessment process have all been excellent.”

I’m delighted to announce that the George Award winner for 2007 is The South West Foundation.
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