9 November 2007

New community building powered by sunshine
Celebrations will mark the opening of a new community building and library in Bristol which has plugged into the power of sunshine using a dozen new solar panels.
@symes community building, in Peterson Avenue, off Hareclive Road, was awarded £11,000 by EDF Energy’s Green Fund towards renewable energy technology. Match funding was provided by the South-West Regional Development Agency for the £22,000 scheme.
The equipment will meet a third of the building’s hot water needs, topped up by a gas fired boiler, saving the emission of 1.5 tonnes of carbon dioxide each year.
The building will be officially opened on Monday (November 12), a year after construction began. Children are attending from Fair Furlong Primary School and tours will take place for the guests who will include Dawn Primarolo, MP for Bristol South, city council leader Councillor Helen Holland, Councillor Royston Griffey, the Lord Mayor and Sir Ken Morrison (of WM Morrison’s superstores).
The building is run and managed by local people as part of Hartcliffe and Withywood Community Partnership (HWCP) and hosts a range of new services, training facilities, meeting rooms, crèche and facilities for community use. The ground floor will be a new library with books and open access computers. There are also small meeting rooms for visiting advice, information and counselling services to use. 
Stephen Hewitt, HWCP chief executive, said: “The community regeneration partnership is concerned about the environment and supports environmentally sustainable energy sources. We want this to be an exemplar project showing what can be achieved.
“We are a charity organisation and saving energy will also reduce our running costs. There are a number of other environmental features in the building including rainwater harvesting, high level insulation, double glazed windows, natural ventilation, good public transport and the encouragement of cycling, with bike stands and a shower.”

Peter Hofman, EDF Energy’s Director Sustainable Future, said: “We are delighted to support the integration of solar thermal technology within this excellent new community building. In an area which has undergone complete regeneration, this building is the perfect location to showcase modern renewable energy technology. We hope this project will leave a lasting legacy on the environment by shaping the thinking and behaviour of people who have their whole lives ahead of them as energy consumers.”
EDF Energy has awarded £3million to nearly 170 renewable energy projects since the Green Fund was launched in 2001. Its purpose is to showcase renewable energy projects which produce power from the sun, wind, water and geothermal sources that reduce the greenhouse gases linked to global warming. 

Awards of up to £30,000 are available for projects in England, Scotland and Wales and such funds have helped schools, charities, local authorities, churches, water mills and other non-profit organisations to generate clean, green energy in their own community. Larger grants of up to £50,000 were available previously for more exceptional schemes.
EDF Energy has supported the installation of a wide range of technologies, including wind turbines and solar panels, along with less well-established technologies such as biomass boilers, ground source heat pumps and micro hydropower generators.

The awards are provided by EDF Energy in partnership with customers who choose renewable energy for their home through its Green Tariff. This tariff gives consumers an active choice in driving demand for renewable energy as EDF Energy purchases renewable energy to the value of their consumption. Customers who join the tariff pay an extra 0.4p per unit of electricity they use, which is less than £15 a year for the average household. This money is matched pound for pound by EDF Energy to provide the grants awarded by the Green Fund. 
Ends
To arrange a photograph, or for further information, please contact Niamh Arnett in the EDF Energy press office on 01293 509153.
Notes to editors: 1. EDF Energy is one of the UK’s largest energy companies. We provide power to a quarter of the UK’s population via our electricity distribution networks in London, the South East and the East of England. We supply gas and electricity to over 5 million customers and generate about 5GW of energy from our coal and gas power stations, as well as combined heat and power plants and wind farms. The company is also a key player in national infrastructure projects including management of private electricity networks serving four London airports and the Channel Tunnel Rail Link, the country’s first new railway in 100 years.  We employ nearly 13,000 people at locations across the UK. EDF Energy is a core part of EDF Group, one of Europe’s largest power companies.
2. Customers can choose renewable energy for their home by calling 0800 096 9696 and requesting information on EDF Energy’s Green Tariff. Each Green Tariff customer receives an energy efficiency pack including a free home energy survey, information on energy efficiency grants, energy efficiency advice and two low energy light bulbs which can save £18 per year on your electricity bill. This more than covers the amount an average household will pay on our Green Tariff.

