Multi-million Symes Avenue re-development reaches completion

The multi-million re-development of Symes Aveune in south Bristol is finished,  marking the latest milestone in the ongoing regeneration of the south Bristol.

A Morrisons superstore and a purpose-built community building containing a library will open for business on November 12 in a move that will benefit thousands of residents in Hartcliffe, Withywood and neighbouring areas.

The re-development will create 350 new jobs on the site of the former shopping centre. The Symes Avenue shopping centre was built in the 1950s, but in recent years its appearance and the quality of the retail outlets deteriorated significantly, forcing local residents to travel further afield to shop. 

The opening of the community building and superstore mark the completion of the major project which is a partnership between Hartcliffe and Withywood Community Partnership (HWCP), Bristol, City Council, the South West of England Regional Development Agency and Wm Morrison Supermarkets PLC.

The community building, as well as accommodating a new library, will provide meeting areas for visiting community advice services, a crèche, meeting and function rooms for hire and space to train local people in office and IT skills.

Other benefits of the scheme include a new children’s play area; better car parking; landscape improvements; public art and a petrol station. Investment from the project will also support new community transport provision the Community Action on Transport and Training (CATT) bus; new community-run youth projects in the area, as well as new training schemes for local residents.

The Leader of Bristol City Council, Councillor Helen Holland, said: “This is a landmark day for people in the Hartcliffe area and a real milestone in the ongoing regeneration of south Bristol which is going from strength to strength.

“Bristol City Council with its partners have put in a place a programme of re-development which is attracting new business to the area and creating jobs, while other major projects, such as new schools and the planned Hengrove Park scheme, will also deliver health, leisure, education and training facilities and employment opportunities for South Bristol.”

Tracy Edwards-Brown, Chair of HWCP, said: "The opening of Symes is fantastic news. It has taken a long time and a lot of hard work, but we will now

have the shopping and community facilities that local residents deserve. The

redevelopment of Symes sends out a strong and very positive message about

the future of Hartcliffe and Withywood. It is possible for dreams to come

true".
Peter Holloway, development manager at the South West RDA, said: “This heralds a new era for Hartcliffe. New jobs, training and community facilities will help generate a renewed interest and buzz in the area. This is a chance to create a more positive identity and a better future for a place that has faced significant difficulties.” 

Kevin Jelf, South West Area Manager at Morrisons said: “We’re really excited about the Bristol store and the work we’ve put into regenerating the area. It’s made a dramatic difference to the local community and we look forward to welcoming shoppers into our brand new store.”

Ends

Note to the Editor:

The scheme was given the go-ahead by Bristol City Council in June 2005 and demolition of the run-down shops began in 2006. Milestones to date have included the opening of a number of retail units in May, the completion of a new scout building in July and the opening of a new post office in October.

South Bristol has, over recent years, been the recipient of major investment through SRB5 (Single Regeneration Budget), URBAN European funding, Neighbourhood Renewal Funding (NRF), the National Lottery and Bristol City Council, among others.  

Other development projects which have taken place in south Bristol include Imperial Park, which, with Cater Business Park, has attracted new companies; the Withywood Centre; CORE (Community Opportunities for Recreation and Education) youth, arts and sports centre and climbing wall; Hartcliffe Children’s Centre and the City of Bristol’s Gymnastics Centre; the development of the Merchants’ Academy, Hartcliffe Campus, and Urban Splash’s conversion of the Will’s office building into apartments.

The South West RDA leads the development of a sustainable economy, investing to unlock the region's business potential.  It works in partnership with public and private sector organisations and takes a long-term view. 

It aims to drive up the region's productivity by giving people the skills they need, encouraging enterprise, improving infrastructure, regenerating places and promoting the strengths of the region.  
